English Composition through the *5 Senses: Eng 101
Marlen Elliot Harrison, MA
  email: M.E.Harrison@iup.edu
Office hours: TBA

Course Description and Rationale: We experience and interpret the world through each of our five senses, sometimes individually, often collaboratively. Many of us record these experiences using the written word in the form of email or letters, and sometimes in diaries or as stories. In this course, you will write about your lives through an examination of the *five senses (is there a 6th?). These inquiries will serve as introductions to the various genres and structures of English composition. Through brainstorming, reading, discussion, and collaborative and individual writing exercises, you will achieve a greater understanding of how you come to know yourselves and the worlds in which you inhabit…and you might just discover along your journey that indeed, you are a writer!
Goals and Objectives:

· To familiarize students with a variety of writing styles, genres, structures, and writing resources through explorations in composition and literature (and reading, and conversation).
· To introduce students to both written expression and the processes of research, revision, editing, and feedback.

· To stimulate an awareness of the abilities and limitations of human experience, perception, and interpretation through the senses.

· To develop an on-line presence and to create a portfolio that includes a variety of written work.
· To achieve success as writer-investigators.

· To submit a piece of writing for potential publication.

Required Texts: 

· There are a number of readings on reserve that we will use in class. Please print these out asap and bring them to class as noted on the schedule. 
· You will choose one additional written work (novel or creative non-fiction), 180 pages or greater in length, to read throughout the semester. You will use this reading to help you further explore and develop your ideas for your final paper. Your instructor will provide a list of suggested titles. 

· Writing Alone and With Others, Schneider (available in IUP bookstore or at Amazon.com)
Class Format: In this class, you will do a lot of individual reading and writing, and you will also work together in small groups for feedback and discussion. At the beginning of each class, we will review the homework posted to our blogs by our group members and offer comments and questions. We will then spend time reading literature reflective of the week’s theme and then discuss the reading first within our groups and then together as a class. We will also spend some time exploring our senses by watching film and television excerpts and enjoying related activities when applicable. The remainder of the class will be scheduled for writing activities. 
Assignments: Although all assignments will be posted to your blogs, you will print out and hand in copies of your 5 main assignments, final paper, and reflective letter.
· Blog/Homework: Weekly assignments will be posted to the blogs. These assignments are designed to support your main writing and final paper. You will often be given time in class to start/complete these assignments. Consider the blog a notebook where you can explore ideas and get feedback from classmates. The process of reading and commenting on our classmates’ blogs is just as important as writing the blogs.
· Writing Assignments: There will be 5 main writing assignments that will later be useful to you when you write your final paper. Assignments will be approximately 3-5 pages (double-spaced) in length and will be written in a variety of genres. These will also be posted to your blogs on a separate page. Your blog assignments will serve as practice for these longer assignments.
· Final Paper: Your instructor will provide you with a list of options for your final papers. All papers will employ one or a few of the writing genres which we explore throughout the semester. The final paper will be no more than 10 pages (double-spaced) in length. You will discuss your idea with your instructor and classmates before beginning. Options include: Creative non-fiction, autoethnography, research paper, short story, etc.
· Notebooks: As part of your participation in this course, you will keep a notebook or journal in which you will handwrite reflections on a number of activities throughout the semester. Your instructor will further explain this process during the first week of classes. Just think of this as literally a book where you keep your notes!
· Reflective Letter: Your reflective letter will be written to your instructor. You will think about your progress throughout the semester and discuss your conclusions. You may make suggestions for future courses, comment on specific assignments or components in the course, reflect on your progress, etc. 2-3 pages, double-spaced.



Plagiarism Statement: “Unacknowledged borrowing of ideas, facts, phrases, wordings, or whole words in a paper, as well as the copying of another student’s work all constitute plagiarism and are unacceptable in the university community.  Students turning in plagiarized work may receive a failing grade for the essay or for the entire course.  For more information, see the university policy on plagiarism in your student handbook, or ask me. We will also be discussing this topic more in class.” (Schragel, 2006)
Attendance and Participation: You will receive points for every class you attend: You will consider and evaluate your participation and progress in each class and assign and track these points yourselves.
Revision and Extra Credit: Revision of writing for a change of grade and extra credit assignments will be considered on a case by case basis. Please see your instructor for more information.

Evaluation:

Blog Assignments and Reflective Comments

250 pts




Writing assignments (5, submitted as a portfolio)
250 pts


Final Paper





250 pts




Reflective Letter




100 pts


Participation and Attendance



150 pts
A 900-1000 pts;  B 800-899 pts;  C 700-799 pts;  D 600-699 pts;  F 599 pts and below

Schedule (subject to change):

Week 1a – Course Introduction and Blog Creation
· In-class reading: Excerpt from Kawai’s Buddhism and the Art of Psychotherapy
· Homework: 


· Finish setting up and designing your blogs. 
· Blog entry: Answer Kawai’s question, “What is I?” 3-5 paragraphs.
· Email Marlen your blog address.
· Read the Foreword & Introduction of Schneider.
Week 1b 

· In-class reading: Excerpts from Brooke’s Pathways into the Jungian World: Phenomenology and Analytical Psychology; Ackerman’s Natural History of the Senses
· Homework: 

· Create your Blogroll and links list.
· Blog entry: Choose one of your senses and introduce yourself to your classmates via this sense. For example, you may tell a story about a personal experience or write from the perspective of your chosen sense. You may even want to include poetry, music, or art to further illustrate your ideas. 3-5 paragraphs

· Read Schneider, Chapter 1; begin reading your chosen novel.
Week 2a – “Seeing is Believing” Writing narrative essays
· In-class reading: Excerpt from Plato’s Republic    
· Homework: 

· Blog entry: In Plato’s allegory of the cave, he discusses the idea that seeing is believing even if what we see is not actually reality. Tell a story about a time in your life when like Plato’s cave-dwellers, what you saw was different from reality. 3-5 paragraphs

· Choose any image that you feel strongly about, a photograph, famous work of art, scene/image from a movie or TV program, etc. Bring a copy of this image to your next class.
· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

Week 2b

· In-class reading: Excerpts from Homer’s The Odyssey; Tanizaki’s The Makioka Sisters
· Homework: 


· Essay #1, Blog entry: Using the image that you brought to class today, develop a narrative essay about the image focusing on the sense of vision. 2-3 pages
· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

· Read Schneider, Chapter 2.
Week 3a – “This is disgusting, taste it!” Writing descriptive essays
· In-class reading: Excerpt from Esquivel’s Like Water for Chocolate 
· Homework: 


· Blog entry: In today’s reading, Esquivel discusses the process of cooking and the flavors of foods. Describe a favorite or meal. 3-5 paragraphs

· Choose any of your favorite foods (candy, fruit, chips, etc) and bring some to your next class.

· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

Week 3b

· In-class reading: Excerpts from Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory; Harris’s Chocolat
· Homework: 


· Essay #2, Blog entry: 2-3 page descriptive essay focusing on the sense of taste.

· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

· Read Schneider, Chapter 3.
Week 4a – “The nose knows” Writing expository essays

· In-class reading: Excerpts from Suskind’s Perfume; Baudelaire’s Fleurs du Mal
· Homework: 


· Blog entry: What importance does your sense of smell hold for you? 3-5 paragraphs.
· Choose any of your favorite scented products (shampoo, dryer sheets, fragrance, etc) and bring it to your next class.

· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

Week 4b

· In-class reading: Excerpt from Robbins’ Jitterbug Perfume
· Homework: 


· Essay #3, Blog entry: 2-3 page expository essay about your sense of smell.

· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

· Read Schneider, Chapter 4.
Week 5 – We’ll spend this week discussing pre-writing, revision, editing, proofreading, evaluation, and feedback. Please bring at least 2 printed copies of each of your 3 essays. We’ll also begin discussion of the final papers.
· In-class reading: Excerpt from Flower’s Writing for an Audience; Rosenblatt’s The Reader, the Text, the Poem; Elbow’s Freewriting
· Homework: You’ll edit/proofread a classmate’s essay, evaluate another classmate’s essay, and revise one of your own essays. 
· Read Schneider, Chapter 5.
Week 6 – This week I’ll meet with students individually to discuss their writing and ideas for final papers.

· In-class reading: Excerpt’s from Miller’s Ingenious Pain; Vera’s The Stone Virgins. Additionally, use this week as an opportunity to catch up on your blog entries, comments, etc. Continue reading your chosen novel.

· Blog entry: Using any of the writing genres we have practiced so far, consider the themes of pain as illustrated by Miller and Vera’s writing. Write 3-5 paragraphs on your blog about an experience with physical pain.

· Read Schneider, Chapter 6.
Week 7a – “The sound of music” Writing contrastive essays
· In-class reading: Excerpt from Card’s Songmaster; McCullers’ The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter
· Homework: 


· Blog entry: Choose 2 types of music - one that you enjoy and another that you don’t love as much - and compare these two types of music. 3-5 paragraphs
· Bring two cd’s with music that you really enjoy. If you have an iPod with music or portable cd player (bring headphones), please bring that as well.

· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

Week 7b

· In-class reading: Excerpt from Morrison’s Jazz; Hijuelos’ The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love
· Homework: 


· Essay #4, Blog entry: 2-3 page contrastive essay about the sense of hearing.

· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

· Read Schneider, Chapter 7.
Week 8 – This week we’ll explore the library and discuss documentation of sources and plagiarism to better prepare us for our final papers.
· In-class reading: Excerpt from Smith’s Understanding Reading; Glenn et al, St. Martin’s Guide to Teaching Writing
· Homework: Next week you’ll write your fifth and final essay. I’d like you to cite at least three sources when writing. Take a look at next week’s essay and begin thinking of sources that you may want to use to support your argument.
· Read Schneider, Chapter 9.
Week 9a – “Can you read my mind?” Writing synthesis/research essays
· In-class reading: Excerpt from Keller’s The Story of My Life; Forster’s A Passage to India
· Homework:
· Blog entry: Can you think of a situation in your life where one or more of your senses didn’t function properly? Or alternatively, do you have a 6th sense? 3-5 paragraphs
· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.

· Considering Essay #5 as described below, find at least 3 sources that you will use to support your argument.
Week 9b 

· In-class reading: Excerpts from Hesse’s Siddhartha; Dinesen’s Shadows on the Grass
· Homework: 


· Essay #5, Blog entry: What is the importance of the 5 senses to human beings (either one sense specifically, or all 5 senses collectively)? Write a 3-5 page essay, double-spaced, discussing your personal response to the above question and cite at least three sources that can help support your argument.
· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.
· Read Schneider, Chapter 10.
Week 10 – Final Papers

· Watch excerpts from Finding Forrester, Capote, and Before Night Falls.
· Homework: 


· Create an outline for your final paper and post it to your blog.
· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.
· Read Schneider, Chapter 11.
Week 11 – Thesis Statements/Introductions/Conclusions
· In-class reading: Excerpts from Walker’s The Color Purple; Conroy’s The Prince of Tides

· Homework: 


· Depending on your chosen format for your final paper, you will begin writing your introductory paragraphs for your paper and consider your conclusions.

· Make sure to check your blog this week and respond to comments left for you by your readers.
· Read Schneider, Chapter 12.
Week 12 – Peer Editing workshop
· Homework: 


· Read Schneider, Chapter 13.
Week 13 – Peer Editing workshop: Drafts of final papers due; Finish your novels for discussion during conferences.
Week 14/15 – Student/Instructor Conferences: Final papers, portfolio of essays, and reflective letters due.
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